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PROPOSALS 


 'For Making PROVISIONS for 


Setting the Poor on Work. 


'AN C E-it is manifeſt, That the Encreaſe of the Poor is become a Burthen 
\ "to this Ringdom, and theit looſe and idle Lives do contribute to the Depra- 
\ | vatiori of 'Manners, the priacipal Ground whereof proceeds from the Default 
- of the Execution of the Laws : And that it is an indiſpenſable Duty, That 
the Poor who are not able to help themſelves, ſhould be maintain'd ; and 
ſuch as are able and willing, be employed ; and thoſe that are obſtinate 

and unwilling, be compelled to labour : 

For that end, It is Propoſed, | 
That after the 25th. day of March, 1701, there ___ a Corporation, to continue 
for ever, in all Cities, Boroughs, Towns Corporate, and Market-Towns, (except London, 
and - fuch other Cities and Towns whoſe Poor ate already provided for by particular 
ARts of Parliament) conſiſting of the ſeveral Perfons herein after mentioned, viz. in Cities 
and Towns Corporate, of the Mayor, Aldermen, Bailiff, or other Chief Magiſtrate and 
Miniſter of each Pariſh, with ſuch a particular Number of Guardians of the Poor as may 
be Ele&ted out of fuch Inhabitants as contribute towards the Relief of the Poor. And 
m Boroughs and Market-Towns not Incorporated, of the Miniſter of each Pariſh, with 
a particuſar Number of Guardians to be aſcertained by the faid Inhabitants, at a General 
Meeting for that purpoſe, 'which may be called a General Court, and be Summoned by 
the Mayor, Aldermen, Bailiff, or Chief Magiſtrate in Cities and Towns Corporate, and 
by the Miniſter, Churchwardens or Overſeers of the Poor in Towns not Incorporated. 
And ſuch Guardiaris may continue till others are Eleted in their rooms, in ſuch manner 
25 is herein after mention'd. And in caſe of the Death of any fuch Guardian, the Mayor 
and Aldermen in Cities and Towns yoo ms and the Miniſters, Churchwardens, or 
Overſeers of the Poor, in Boroughs and Market-Towns not Incorporated, may call a 
Court, and chuſe another in the place of ſuch Perſons fo dying; which ſeveral Perſons 
before mention'd, together with ſuch other Charitable Perſons as may be eleted, may 
be Guardians of the Poor for ſuch Places. 


And to the intent that the ſaid Guardians may have perpetual Succeſſion, It is 
further Propoſed, | 


That the Mayor, Aldermen, Bailiff or Chief Magiſtrate in Cities and Towns Cor- 
porate, and the Miniſter, Churchwardens and Overſeers of the Poor in Towns not 
Incorporated, may at a certain Time, in the ſecond Year, and ſo in every ſucceeding 
Year meet, and by the Votes of the Inhabitants ſo qualified as aforeſaid, chuſe one third 
part of the number as they did at the firſt EleQtion of the Inhabitants, to be Guardians 
of the Poor, the Vacancy to fall on a third part of the number of thoſe that were firſt 
elefted in the ſecond and third Year, by Lot, to be caſt amongſt the faid Guardians 
firſt eleQted 3 and for every Year after, a third part of the ſaid number of Guardians to 
go out, and their Places to become vacant by Sentority. and Priority of Election ; none 
being intended to continue longer than three Years, unleſs again choſen by-their own 
conſents, except ſuch other charitable Perſons as may be conſtituted as herein after is 
appointed. 

That the faid ſeveral Perſons before mentioned, and thoſe that hereafter may be 
choſen, may be one Body Politick and Corporate in Law, and be called by the Name of 
the Governor, Deputy-Governosr, Aſſiſtants and Guardians of the Poor, and may Sue and be 
Sued by that Name ; and without Licence in Mortmain, purchaſe or take any Lands of 
the Gitt or Alienation of any Perſon whatſoever, Pers 


SS 


And for the better Governing the ſaid Corporations, 


That the Perſons before mentioned may within fourteert Days after their Incorpora- 
tion meet and chuſe a Governour, Deputy-Governour, and 'Trgafurer, and as many 
Adliſtants as may be convenient, to continue for one Year, and no longer. ++ 

That the {aid Governour, and in his default the Deputy-Governour, and in his default 
one third of the Alliſtants, may hold a Court of the ſaid Corporations Monthly : And 
upon any Emergency ſignified to the ſaid Governour by one third of the faid Guardians, 
that an Extraordinary Court ought to be held, the faid Goyernour, or in his default the 
Deputy, and in his default one third of the Aſliſtants may call the ſame, and all Mem- 
bers to be obliged to attend, | or a Fine be laid on them by the faid* Court (withdut ſome 
hwvful Excuſe tor the ſame) who may havePower to ſummon any the Inhabitants before 
them in Matters relating to the ſaid Corporation. 

That the ſaid Corporation may have a common Seal, and make Bye-Laws for the 
better Governing and Employing their Poor, to continue for fix Months only, unleſs 
confirmed by the Juſtices of Ailize, or by the Juſtices of the Peace in their General 
Quarter-Seſlions, and may have Power to buy or ere Hoſpitals, Work-Houſes, or Houſes 
of CorreQion, and to provide Neceſfaries for ſetting the Poor to Work, and to compell 
all poor People ſeeking Relief, to inhabit in ſuch Work-Houfes , and take in Children of 
any Perſons willing to put them in ſuch Hoſpitals until their Age of Eighteen Years, 
and then to put them out Apprentices; and during their ſtay in the ſaid Hoſpitals may 
cauſe them to be taught to Read, and be .inſtruted in the Common Fundamental Prin- 
ciples of the Proteſtant Po: by Law Eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom. 

* And further, That the faid Courts may have Power to inflit reaſonable CorreQion 
on ſuch Perſons as ſhall not conform to their Rules, or misbehave themſelves in the 
faid Hoſpitals 'or Work-houſes. 


©" And for the carrying on ſo pious a Work, It is Propoſed, 

\\ That each Corporation ſhall aſcertain what Summs of Money may be needful for the 
buying or building Hoſpitals, Work-houſes, and Houſes of CorreQion, and for a Stock 
for Employing the Poor, and to aſcertain what Weekly, Monthly, or other Summs 


will be needful . for maintaining and ſetting them to Work, the fame to be raiſed in a 
proper and lawful manner, and by proper and lawful methods. 


" That the faid Corporation may have care of all the Poor within their reſpeQive Ju- 
riſdiftions, (except ſuch as are in Alms-Houſes, and otherwiſe provided for) and main- 
tain their Impotent Poor, and provide Work for thoſe whoſe Charge of Children is too 
great to be maintained by their own and Childrens Labour, and to apprehend all Rogues 
and Vagrants, and cauſe them to be kept and fet to Work, and examine and ſearch what 
poor Perſons are come into or reſiding within their reſpcCtive Juriſdictions, and remove 
them to the place of their laſt legal ſettlement, if they think fir, and may put in execu- 
tion all the Laws that relate to ſuch Rogues and Vagabonds. 

That the ſaid Governour, Deputy, and Treaſurer of the ſaid Corporations, may be 
Juſtices of the Peace as to the putting ſuch Laws in execution, and be inveſted with 
ſuch Powers as Juſtices of the Qyorum have, by the faid Statutes, within their reſpeQive 
JuriſdiAtions. 

That in all the ſaid Cities and Towns, the Authorities of the Juſtices of the Peace for 
the Counties at large, asto the putting the ſaid Laws in execution, be taken away, unleſs 
for Confirmation of their Bye-Laws, or upon application by way of Appeal (as before,) ſo 
as not to deprive the Mayor, and Chief Officer, in Cities or Towns Corporate, of any Ju- 
riſdiftion which they betore lawfully had within their Cities and Towns Corporate. 

That the faid Corporations may not have any Power over Alms-Houſes and Hoſpitals 
already ereCted, or other Charitable Gift already given, except for ſo much Charitable 
Gift as is appointed for the Uſe of the Poor ; and that all ſuch Gifts which have already 
and may be given after the ereCting of theſe Corporations, for the Uſe of the Poor of 
any Pariſh or Precin& within the ſaid Corporation, (except Alms-Houſes or Hoſpitals 
already ereQed) may be received by that Corporation, to be erefted, to which the ſaid 
Pariſh or Frecin& belongs, unleſs fuch Gift be limited to any other particular Uſe ; and 


the ſaid Guardians to have like Power of Letting and putting out any Money or Lands- 


already given, after the Leaſes now in being expired, as they may have of any Lands or 
Moneys given for the Uſe of the Poor. | 


And 
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And that for the Encouragement of ſuch as may be Benefadtors to fo good a Deſign, 
It is Propoſed, 


That if any Charitably diſpoſed Perſon ſhall give the Sutnm of Fifty Pounds or more 
to any Corporation towards carrying on the faid Work, the ſaid Corporation may con- 
ſtiture ſuch Perſons to be Guardians of the Poor of the faid Corporations, for Life, unleſs 
for juſt cauſe he ſhall be removed by any ſucceeding Court ; which faid Perſons ſo 
choſen, to be called an Honorary Guardian, and not be obliged to attend the Buſineſs of 
the ſaid Corporation, or its Courts, unleſs of his own free Will. ; | 

And that the faid Corporations, in their Courts, may have Power to chuſe and enter- 
tain all ſuch Officers as may be needful to be employed: in the Premiſſes, and remove 
them as they ſee cauſe 3 and upon the death. or remove of any of them, to chuſe others 
in their rooms, and to give ſuch reaſonable Allowances to them as they ſhall think fir to 
be paid out of the Poors Stock. 

That no Officer ſo choſen or employed, as aforeſaid, be lyable, by reaſon of his 
Office or Execution, to the Penalties mentioned in an A of 25 Car. II. for preventing 
the Danger which may happen from Popiſh Recufants; and that every Guardian of the 
Poor, eleted and conſtituted as aforeſaid, : may, in reſpe&t of his trouble, be excuſed 
from ſerving any, Pariſh Office during ſuch his Guardianſhip. 

That the Treaſurer, and all other Officers for the . time being, may from time to 
time, before ſuch Perſons as the ſaid Corporation ſhall appoint, account for ſuch Money, 
Stock, and other - things belonging to the faid Corporation, as ſhall come to their 
hands, or be under their care, upon reaſonable Warning given; and on negle@, ſhall 
by the faid Corporations be committed to Priſon, without Bail, until they ſhall Account ; 
and if upon Account there appear any thing to be in their hands belonging to the 
ſaid Corporation, they pay and deliver, or give Security for the fame, as the faid Cor- 
porations ſhall dire& and approve of, upon pain of forfeiting Double what is due 
trom him. wire 

That all Pains and Penalties may be recovered in a lawful manner, for the Benefit 
of the Corporation. 

That after the faid 25th. Day of March, '1701, it may be lawful for any County, 
Hundred, Town, Pariſh or Place (not being a Borough, Town Corporate, or Market- 
Town or Place united rogerher with ſome Borough. or Market-Town) to aſlociate 
themſelves to ere&t Hoſpitals, Houſes of Correftion, and Work-houſes, for maintaini 
and employing the Poor belonging to ſuch reſpeRive places; which being confine 
and recorded in their General Quarter-Seſſions, may be a Corporation tor ſuch par. 
ticular place, and conſiſt of all the Juſtices of the Peace for the time being, within 
the County, Hundred, Town, Pariſhes -.or Places ſo United and Incorporated, toge- 
ther with the Miniſters of each Pariſh, and ſuch number of the Guardians of the 
Poor as may be eleCted out of the moſt ſubſtantial Inhabitants of every ſuch place, by 
the Votes of ſuch reſpective Inhabitants as contribute towards the Relief ot the Poor, 
or the major part of them then preſent, fach number of Guardians for each Pariſh to 
be ſetled in proportion to the Money it pays towards the Relief of the Poor, by the faid 
Juſtices, in their ſaid General Quarter-Seſſions, and may be eleed at a Meeting of the 
Inhabitants for that purpoſe in each Pariſh, ſuch Meeting to be ſummoned by the 
Miniſter, Churchwardens and Overſeers of the Poor of each Pariſh, after Notice piven 
from 'the General Quarter-Seffions : Which Guardians ſo choſen may continue in their 
Offices till others be elected by the Inhabitants of each Pariſh or Place reſpeQively, in 
their rooms, according to the method before Propoſed in Boroughs and Market-Towns 
not Incorporated : Which faid Juſtices, Miniſters, and other Charitable Perſons may 
be Guardians of the Poor. 


And to the Intent the ſaid Guardians may have perpetual Succeſſion, 


That the Miniſters, Churchwardens or Overſeers of the Poor in each Pariſh or Place, 
in the ſecond Year from the firſt EleQtion, and fo in every Year ſucceeding, may 
Meet, and by the Votes of the Inhabitants qualified as aforeſaid, chuſe one third 
part of the Number they did chuſe at their firſt Election to be Guardians, who ſhall 
ſucceed the ſame Number firſt eleted, the Vacancy to fall by Lot in all reſpeQts, and in 
the ſame manner as is before . Propoſed in the caſe of Cities and Market-Towns not 
Incorporated. _ 

t 
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That the faid ſeveral Perſons may be one Body Politick, and have a perpetual Suc- 
cefion, and be called by the Name of the Govermour,' Deputy-Governoir, Aſiſtants and 
Gaeardians of the Pogr, and may Sue and be Sued in all Places of Judicature, and, with- 
gut Licence, Purchace in Mortmain, and Grant and Demiſe, or do-all fch other things 
as in the Caſe of Cities, Towns Corporate, Boroughs and: Market-Towhs is limited and 
propoſed to be done, -and may have Power to appoint-a' Common Seal, and make and 
ordain By-Laws, erect Hoſpitals, Work-bouſes, and Houſes of CorreQtion, and provide 
Nezeſlaries for ſetting the Pobr to Work, and inflict reaſonable Puniſhment for neglect 
of their Duty ; to put forth-Children Apprentices © ' And that the faid Governour, 
Deputy-Governour and Treafurer may: be Juſtices of the Peace,” and of the Quorum, 
as to the Execution of their Laws and Statutes within their Limits, fo as not to 
exclude the Authority of Juſtices of the: Peace in the County at : And all Cha- 
ritable Perſpns that ſhall give Fifty Pounds towards the carrying on the faid Work, to 
be eleed an Honorary Guardian, as aforeſaid. 9 
_ And that the id Corporation may chuſeall ſuch other Officers, and make reaſonable 
Allowances for them, to be paid in manner-as aforeſaid, who ſhall not be liable to the 
Penaltics in the ſaid AQ of 25 Car. II.” and the faid Guardians to be exempred from all 
Pariſh Offices during ſuch his Guardianſhip ; and the Treaſurer and all other Officers 
to Account before ſuch Perſon, and in ſuch manner as in the Cafe of Boroughs and 
Market-Towns not Incorporated. | 

That any Borough or Market-Town not Incorporated, may aſſociate together with 
one or more Boroughs, Market-Towns, Pariſhes or Places adjacent in the fame County, 
by their mutual Conſent ; which being recorded by the Juſtices in their General Quarter- 
Seſſions, to be declared CO for ever, and to be inveſted with all the Powers 
herein before mention'd in Caſe of Cities, Towns Corporate, Boroughs and Market- 
Towns not Incorporated. | 
. That thee PROPOSALS are not intended to be Compulſory to any ſmall 
Borough, Town Corporate, or Market-Town, the Poors Rates whereof have nor in 
one of the three Years paſt exceeded r 507. a certain Summ. Which (notwithſtandin 
may be at liberty to Incorporate themſelves as any other Town, Pariſh or Place in t 
County at large, not being a City, Town Corporate,” or Market-Town, according to 
the ſeveral Appointments, DireQions and Limitations before expreſs'd. 

That all Faftices, 'Sheriffs, Bailifts, Conſtables, and orter Officers of Juſtice 
be Aiding and Aſſiſting to the ſaid Corporations, and to all Officers by them to be em- 


ployed therein. 


In caſe Perſons can propoſe better Expedient, or make any reaſonable Addi- 
- fo, PUCISEZ ſaid Pr o bp OSALS, they are defired to impart 
the ſame to Mr. Jodrell, at his Houſe in Chancery-lane, ſo that the ſame may 
be confidered by ſuch Perſons as intend to put their Hands to this great Work, for 
the bringing the ſame to effett, if it may be ; ſomething of this nature in the City 
of Briſtol, and other Places, having met with good Succeſs. 
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